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SENT BY EMAIL

Re: PA/2025/0824 -  Land between Copper Lodge and The Cloth Hall Water Lane  Smarden
Thank you for your letter consulting us on the above planning application for erection of 35 dwellings with associated works.
The application site is located on a surviving area of River Terrace Gravels. These deposits have potential to contain evidence of Early Prehistoric activity.  A Mesolithic flint scatter was located directly to the south, within the Burial ground extension. This discovery included 380 worked flint, cores, blades, flakes and debitage as well as a possible neolithic knife blade fragment, and many “pot-boilers” (heated flint).  Further prehistoric remains may survive within the deposits on the application site.

The site is to the west of the historic core of Smarden, considered to be of 13th century establishment, but it may be an area of Medieval and Post Medieval outer village or industrial activity.  Smarden flourished during the 14th century with the development of the cloth trade, with an increase in number of farmers, weavers and merchants and the wider community being involved with processing and trading cloth. The application site is located between active water channels which feed into the Beult and being located on gravels it may have been a good location for processing cloth. The Smarden Historic Towns Survey (KCC/HE 2004) suggests The Cloth Hall (formerly Turks Farm and then Church Gate and even Gillets Farm) may be a Medieval building plot (10) forming a more significant part of Smarden medieval settlement than is apparent now.  The Cloth Hall is considered to be a, designated, timber hall house of 15th century origin but it may be on the site of earlier buildings due to its proximity to the church and the historic core layout.  The Cloth Hall and Hartnup House (11) are some of the earliest buildings in Smarden and their ponds may be of historic interest. This layout is also reflected in the OS field drawings (c.1800). Therefore there is potential for Medieval remains to survive on the application site.

The Smarden Historic Towns Survey also highlights Water Lane (16) as a possible medieval trackway to Headcorn and a key component of the medieval layout of Smarden being the westerly entrance into to the historic settlement.   This lane with its grass verges, is a classic medieval and post medieval droveway, possible herding sheep to market or around grazing.
Although the application is supported by a Heritage Statement and by an archaeological DBA, neither provide an in-depth assessment of the impact of this scheme on heritage.  I note the proposal includes a swale and pond/SuDs areas towards the site of the Mesolithic flintwork and this could have a major impact on significant prehistoric remains. The construction of the dwellings with associated services, infra structure and landscaping could also have an impact on prehistoric remains as well as medieval and post medieval remains.  The additional accesses on to Water Lane will increase the use of a historic routeway. The alterations to Water Lane to accommodate the increased traffic will be detrimental to the archaeological evidence of this historic lane.
Therefore, prior to determination I recommend there is a more in-depth assessment of the prehistoric potential, through targeted geo-archaeological and prehistoric fieldwork, in accordance with NPPF paragraph 207 (2024 rev 2025).  I also recommend prior to determination that the applicant provides more details of how they will mitigate the impact from 35 new dwellings and increased use of Water Lane on the archaeological evidence of the historic character of Water Lane,  as well as on the archaeological evidence and character of Smarden as a medieval market town. 

I hope these comments are helpful.

Yours sincerely

Wendy Rogers

Senior Archaeological Officer

Heritage Conservation
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