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SENT BY EMAIL
Re: 21/00182/AS -  Land between Arthur Baker Playing Field and, Ashford Road  Charing
Thank you for your letter consulting us further on the above reserved matters planning application for development of land at Ashford Road pursuant to outline permission 14/01486 for the erection of housing.  I note there are new details, including a revised layout plan,  but there are no statements or proposals regarding archaeology.  As such my comments remain the same as in my letter of April 2021 and I repeat them here for your convenience:
For the hybrid permission, 14/01486, archaeological works were undertaken on the hybrid detailed area for the care home. These works located intensive and important Roman remains, including a high status cemetery and industrial remains.  These extremely important remains are likely to extend in to this reserved matters area for housing. I can provide further details on this archaeological work but it would be preferable for the applicant to submit the post excavation assessment report for this first phase of archaeological works associated with 14/01486.

It is essential that the phased programme of archaeological works set out in the condition on the hybrid application, including the outline for this current scheme, is fully implemented. No archaeological works have taken place yet in this reserved matters area.  On the basis of the excavation results on the adjacent area, it would be preferable for at least archaeological evaluation works to commence prior to any detailed consent.

As such I recommend that prior to determination of this application, the reserved matters area is subject to the first phase of archaeological works conditioned; that of trial trenching.  

In summary, in view of the significant archaeological findings on the care home part of the site, I strongly recommend that this application is not determined until the applicant has provided:

· Post excavation report on the care home area;

· Archaeological Evaluation report for the entire outline application area including the current reserved matters area.
It is essential that archaeological evaluation works take place on this site prior to final site layout is agreed.  In view of the potential significance of the archaeological remains which may survive on this site, appropriate consideration of remains is needed, in accordance with NPPF, and this may include preservation in situ.  
I would be happy to discuss this further with the applicant and to provide a specification setting out archaeological evaluation requirements.  All archaeological works must be in agreement with the LPA and County Archaeologist.

I would be pleased to discuss the above further.
Yours sincerely

Wendy Rogers
Senior Archaeological Officer
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